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The Reason I'm Getting Confirmed. [I]
¥ FUEY TS ARASo] AR L Fow A AN S AP A4S e S MU

The cne experience that changed my faith was High School Youth Conference Steubenville, San Diego.
[ felt my heart filled with joy, and I've never felt so relaxed and happy in my life. I couldn’t help but smile
the whole time. In that moment, I realized that I found God. In that moment, [ wanted to confirm my faith.
¢ Alex Han o

The reason I want to get confirmed as a Catholic is because Catholicism changed my faith in God. Being
a Christian, I never really had strong faith to attend church weekly and to learn about God because of so
many fights inside the church. Although I prayed every night, I didn't see the point of attending church.
But when I got baptized as a Catholic, everything changed, [ look forward to go to church every Sunday.
Whenever [ had struggles, the Church was the only place that made me comfortable.

Being confirmed means a lot to me because it states that [ will be able to take the Eucharist on every
Sunday for the rest of my life. Every time I take the Bread into my mouth, I feel a weird tingles going
through my body making me feel safe and forgiven. Every time I take the Bread, [ feel like all my sins are
washed away and that [ will be able to start my week fresh. Being a Catholic means a lot to me because
I can say to other people that I believe in God and that I am proud to be a Catholic. By going through this
Confirmation, I want fo assure this. ¢ Rachel Dominica Yim e

Ever since I was born, my life was forced into the Catholic religion and I couldn’t wait to convert as I got
older. Growing up, the highlight of my summers were the TFPC (a Presbyterian Church) Vacation Bible
Study Camps I attended when I was young. It was so easy to recognize how spiritual they were compared
to the few Catholics I knew. I felt really ashamed of being Catholic back then until [ got older and came to
realize the stability that it brought into my world. The traditions of receiving the Eucharist and being able
to confess all the things that ate at me, brought me sanity in my life during a time when I considered
ending it... yeah it was really that bad. In middle school, I was really messed up; I would always skip Mass
for 7-11 and fervently enjoyed turning my classes against what all our Sunday teachers said (along with
other things). None of them could reach me because they couldn’t understand the doubts I had about God
much less Catholicism. I think they thought I was naive, dismissing the fact that I knew a lot more about
the negative things in our Catholic history than I led on. The looks I got from all of them ticked me off
even further and I guess wanting to know everything caused me to further disbelieve in all of it; [ had
never felt so alone even with friends, and I could feel myself spinning out of who I was. Seeing how far
[ went down that road and knowing where I am now, [ feel so~ blessed. As if God cared enough to call me
back even when I had questioned His stature and shut Him out so coldly. He let me feel His presence at
the High School Youth Conference, Steubenville , S.D. and it hit me so hard that I couldn't breathe. See,
before the conference I wasn't able to cry for a long time, like my emotions were so warped that I was
more of a shell than a person. It was a weird feeling being able to let him in so quickly that I guess crying
was His way of allowing me to let it all go. [t felt like a hot hand was pushing down on my back, and when
[ felt myself get under control again, I looked around and saw hundreds of kids like me touched in the
same way. Even though [ may never see those people again, it was amazing to realize that being Catholic
threaded all of us together. After that I was hooked, and I started studying Catholicism again. The things

T've learned and experienced through being Catholic is something I'm more proud of than anything else I
can do or accomplish. [ am proud of being unique and grateful for how my life has been touched by such
grace. [ am ready to give my life to Him and the Church, and it's my hope that next year's Confirmation
class will be just as ready. JESUS! e A candidate e




